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HOSPITAL SERVICE DISTRICT 1 OF ST. MARY PARISH RECEIVES  
$17.6 MILLION TO BUILD NEW HOSPITAL IN FRANKLIN, LOUISIANA 
USDA Rural Development and State of Louisiana Present Funds 
 
 FRANKLIN, January 19, 2005 – Michael B. Taylor, State Director for USDA Rural 
Development in Louisiana, joined Sam Jones, Deputy Director and Liaison to Parochial and 
Municipal Governments for the State of Louisiana in Franklin today to present Hospital 
Service District 1 of St. Mary Parish $17.6 million to build a new hospital.  The new hospital 
will replace the 50-year old Franklin Foundation Hospital in Franklin, Louisiana. 
 
 USDA Rural Development’s investment in this project includes a $5 million direct 
loan and $7.6 million in guaranteed loan funds through Hibernia National Bank.  The State of 
Louisiana is providing $5 million in capital outlay funding. 
 
 “This project is a true community project—the hospital service district is working 
through local lenders and using federal and state dollars to build a new hospital,” said  
Michael Taylor.  “USDA Rural Development is committed working with rural communities to 
improve rural health care, and we are very proud to be a part of this project.” 
 
 The federal and state funds will enable Hospital Service District 1 of St. Mary Parish 
to design and construct a 62,000 square foot, 22-bed critical access hospital.   
 
 “We are looking forward to opening the doors to the new hospital in the fall of 2006,” 
said Marshall Guidry, Chairman of the Board of Commissioners for the Franklin Foundation 
Hospital.  “The new hospital will allow us the ability—not only to provide a state-of-the-art 
facility to current residents—but lay the proper foundation for providing health care to future 
generations.” 
  
 USDA Rural Development provides a full range of rural development credit 
services in rural Louisiana.  The Louisiana Rural Development State Office is located at 
3727 Government Street, Alexandria, Louisiana 71302, and the telephone number is  
(318) 473-7921.  There are four area offices located throughout the state to serve Louisiana 
residents.   Further information on USDA Rural Development’s loan and grant programs 
can be obtained by visiting Rural Development’s web site at:  http://www.rurdev.usda.gov. 
 

USDA Rural Development is an equal opportunity lender, provider, and employer.  
Complaints of discrimination should be sent to: USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 
Washington, DC 20250-9140. 
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